Combined microsurgical and thrombolytic salvage of an ischaemic lower limb in a 1079 gram preterm neonate.
A 1079 gram preterm neonate suffered complete avulsion of the common and external iliac arteries during aortic balloon valvotomy resulting in complete ischaemia of the lower limb. Salvage by microsurgical extra-anatomic vascular bypass was unsuccessful but additional thrombolytic therapy allowed restoration of blood supply. The limb was then seen to be dependent upon the microvascular bypass. In this case salvage depended upon combined medical and surgical treatment, and the case points to benefits from such a combined approach to therapy.